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Risk assessment for academic collaborations with external partners

Check the activity against the University's
ethical principles, code of conduct, values,
mission and goals. Pay attention to possible
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are associated with war crimes or other
human rights viclations (see box 3).
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Box 1. External parties from the fossil fuel industry definition

- Companies engaged in the exploration, production, and transport {upstream and midstream
activities) of fossil fuels (see GOGEL) and GCOEL), including their subsidiaries,
- Lobby organisations for the fossil fuel industry,
- Drganisations such as think tanks, research organisations and consultandies with dose ties to the
oil and gas industry and receive a significant part of their funding from those companies.

When developing parmership guidelines, it is cucdial to consistently review definitions and
incorporate subsidiaries and indirect ties. Researchers and academic staff can investigate potential
Tossil fuel ownership through sources like annual reports, press releases, and company databases

o ensure transparency and avoid hidden connections.

Box 2. Health-harming and obstructive industries

The World Health Organization (WHO) has identified four major industries:
-tobacco
- ultraprocessed foods
- fossil fuels
- alcohol
as key coniributors to the global burden of noncommunicable diseases (MOD's), such as
cardiovascular diseases, cancers and diabetes.

The WHO identifies influence from these major commercial industries as a major barrier to
implementing NCD-related policies and regulations.
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Box 3. Human rights violations

Ciwil clause
Many German universities have a (vil dause (German: Zivitkiousel), which is a voluntary commitment
by academic institutions to engage exclusively in dvil (Le. mon-military) research.
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Academic complicity in war crimes, totalitarianism, and genocide
Dutch and Belgian universities typically do not work with Russian and Iranian partmers. Some hawe

ended collaborations with Israeli universities on human rights grounds. These websites give
information on Dutch, Belgian and German academic ties with with Israeli entities - companies,
universities, state bodies and research institutions - and long-term relations with major international
military security companies that provide arms and technologies to the Israeli Defence Forces and/for
are irvolved in ongoing cooperation with the Israeli arms industry.
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The BDS Movement defined ‘Corporate Complicity Criteria’:

contributing towards the energy
transition or a low-carbon/healthy
society?

There is a risk of conflict of interest,
greenwashing, shelving, andfor transition
bias, since the company's business strategy
is not aligned with the purported aims of
the project. There may also be a risk of dual
Lse.
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Consider finding a maore suitable partner

Being associated with this activity is
reputation-building for the partner. If the
partner is nat reputable, the university's

reputation is put at risk.

Further, sponsoring students or staff
creates an obligation and dependency on
the partner which could inhibit academic

freedom.

Where the partner’s business strategy is not
aligned with the university's values, this
creates a conflict of interest.

Consider declining this activity/referring the
external partner to a consultancy firm.

Check the activity against the University's
ethical principles, values, mission and goals,
and include a training on the tactics used by
health and envircnment-harming industries
to deny the harm they cause, spread doubt,
and delay regulation and accountability (see

criteria doc for guidance or book a

wiorkshop with Climate Obstruction ML)
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This flowchart is created by Linda Knoester & Aaron Pereira from Solid Sustainability Research.

Itis based on 'Criteria and questions to ask when evaluating a collaboration with external
partmers from the fossil fuel industry’ that we wrote together with Guus Dix and Gerrit 5chaafsma

and the lessons we drew from our research into tobacoo industry partnerships together with

Lynn Vanheule, Andrea Reyes Elizondo, Andrew Littlejohn and Anne Urai.




